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& Settlein

Take a deep breath. Ask God to show you any ways that anger is creeping into your heart, stealing
your peace, or hurting your relationships. Ask him to show you how to respond with kindness and
patience instead.

{3 Thoughtstarter

Anger isn’t always wrong; it can be a signal that something in our lives needs healing. But anger
becomes dangerous when it controls us or drives our reactions. God’s way of responding to anger
leads to peace, hope, and healing in our relationships.

Here’s what we'll learn in this Quick Quiet Time:
e Anger is dangerous when it’s unchecked.

e Angerisn’t always loud; sometimes it whispers—but it still hurts.
e Anger is healed, calmed, and transformed by the love of God.

@ Dangerous anger: Why we need to be careful about losing our cool

Proverbs 22:24-25 ERV

Don't be friends with people who become angry easily. Don't stay around quick-
tempered people. [25] If you do, you may learn to be like them. Then you will have the
same problems they do.

Proverbs 22:24-25 NLT

Don’t befriend angry people or associate with hot-tempered people, or you will learn to be
like them and endanger your soul.

6 “Truthbomb:  Anger is contagious, corrupting, and spiritually costly.

e Spending time with people who constantly lose their temper can shape our own behavior.

o Likewise, we can harm other people when we become angry easily.

e God doesn’t just want us to have “no drama.”. He wants to protect our hearts and souls from a
pattern of becoming hardened or reactive.
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When Anger Flies off the Handle

Quick Quiet Time

Notes:
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*.The axe head metaphor

The metaphor “flying off the handle” refers to a loose axe head that detaches mid-swing—

dangerous, unpredictable, and out of control. It’s the perfect picture of someone who loses

control of their emotions.

£ Hidden anger: The soul saboteur in disguise

Not all anger looks like yelling or slamming doors. Sometimes it hides in plain sight, showing up

as constant criticism, harsh judgment, or negativity toward others.

Subtle forms of anger quietly sabotage our relationships and spiritual growth. They erode our

trust, joy, and peace over time.

“sLet’sunmask afew of these hidden forms of hostility.

(Matthew 7:1-3)

Saboteur Disguise Impact
S . Humor with a hidden blade Cuts d than it "
arcasm @ (Proverbs 26:18-19) uts deeper than it connects.
. Bitter outlook masking )
Cynicism & disappointment (Hebrews 12:15) Keeps the heart stuck in the past.
Criticism 39 Fault-finding and finger-pointing Blinds us to our own flaws.

Passive-aggression

Anger hiding in silence (Matthew
18:15)

Sabotages relationships.

Grudges

Walls from old wounds (Ephesians

4:31-32)

Chains our relationships to past
pain.

Revenge

Pain repackaged as punishment
(Romans 12:19)

Feeds the fire of vengeance and
doesn’t actually heal you.

Evil thoughts @

Hidden anger breeding slander
(Matthew 15:19)

Seeds of destruction from the
heart grow over time.

‘. Reflect

e Which of these forms of hidden anger do you struggle with most?

e How can you start to overcome them?

9 The emotional effects of anger: Escapism and emotionalism

Ephesians 4:19, 31ESV

They have become callous and have given themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice

every kind of impurity...Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be

put away from you, along with all malice.
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When Anger Flies off the Handle

Notes: . . . .
6 Truthbomb: Hiddenanger won't bring healing.

e When we don't deal with the root of anger, we often try to escape the pain.

o Temporary pleasures and sensuality (e.g., alcohol, vaping, or drugs) may numb it—but like a
bandage over a broken bone, they don't heal the wound.

o True healing starts when we face our feelings, turn to God, and invite him to work on our
deeper wounds, like a man named Job did in the Bible:

LJJob’s example

Job 7:11NLT

"I cannot keep from speaking. I must express my anguish. My bitter soul must complain.”

Faith doesn’t mean hiding emotions—it means bringing them honestly to God, even when we’re
angry and hurting.

. Side note: The truth about tears

Crying helps the body self-soothe. It’s normal and healthy to bring our tears to God. If you or a
friend is crying a lot, it’s usually a normal response to sadness, stress, or anxiety—not hidden rage.

But constant crying can also signal unresolved emotions like anger. Unforgiveness provokes a
physiological stress response in our bodies, and crying can become an outlet that doesn’t bring the
healing or relief we need.

If crying becomes constant, it may signal deeper emotional or medical issues. Don't hesitate to
seek support.

%& Pop culture examples of the impact of anger
Here are a few more visuals to help us understand our anger:

In the movie Angry Birds, Red is a bird who just can’t get past the annoyances of life. Red’s rage
may be justified, but launching at every offense leaves a mess.
e Am Isolving problems with my anger—or just smashing things?

In the movie Inside Out, the emotion Anger means well, and he steps in when things are unfair.
But when he loses control, things catch fire.
e Anger can be a signal—but it shouldn’t be the driver.

Share the inspiration! ¥ . The antidote to anger: Activating the Holy Spirit to transform our reactions
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Galatians 5:22-23 NLT

But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience,
o] *‘Q kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against

. these things...
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Notes: * . .
6 Truthbomb: Loveisthe antidote to anger.

o Healing anger involves more than behavior management—it requires inviting God and his
Spirit to transform the heart.
o When we follow the Holy Spirit, he helps us grow to reflect Jesus’s heart to love.

Q Lightbulbmoment: The fruits of the Spirit directly oppose every dangerous and hidden form of anger.

e Sarcasm or criticism —> Kindness

Cynicism or evil thoughts —> Joy and goodness
Passive-aggression —> Gentleness and faithfulness
e Grudges or revenge > Peace and love

o Explosive reactions or losing control —> Patience and self-control

&5 Reflect

-

o What would it look like to respond with love, patience, kindness, gentleness, and self-
control instead of anger?
o How can I invite God to heal the root of my anger, not just the symptoms?

< Healing anger: The sweet perfume of peace

2 Corinthians 2:15 NLT

Our lives are a Christ-like fragrance rising up to God ...

6 *Truthbomb: Our lives have a fragrance. We have to decide what that fragrance will be.

e Our emotional “aroma” either draws people closer to Jesus—or pushes them away.

<1 Reflective Question: What’s your fragrance?

If your life gave off a scent today, what would it smell like?

Positive fragrances Negative aromas
Lavender (Peaceful, calming) Garlic breath (Sharp, overpowering)
Share the inspiration!
Save this phone wallpaper ® Citrus (Joyful, uplifting) # Vinegar (Sour, stinging)
and share it with a friend.
A Pine and cedar (Grounded in truth) # Smoke (Explosive, lingering, irritating)
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When Anger Flies off the Handle

Notes: ® Final thoughts: Words that hurt vs. words that heal

Think about how a tiny spark can start a huge fire. That’s what the Bible says our words are like.

James 3:6 ESV

The tongue is a fire... staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life...

Even though the tongue is small, it can cause a lot of damage if we’re not careful. In James 3:6, it
says the tongue is like a fire—it can spread hurt, anger, and lies. The tongue represents the words
we say to others.

Our words have power. Let’s use them to bring peace, not destruction.

(JFurther study

Proverbs 18:21 NIV

The tongue has the power of life and death, and those who love it will eat its fruit.

Matthew 12:36-37 NIV

“But I tell you that everyone will have to give account on the day of judgment for every
empty word they have spoken.”

Ephesians 4:29 NCV

When you talk, do not say harmful things, but say what people need-words that will help
others become stronger. Then what you say will do good to those who listen to you.

« »Prayer prompt

“God, reveal the hidden places where anger lives in me. Help me release bitterness, forgive freely,
and respond with wisdom. Teach me to be slow to anger and quick to love. Amen.”

Humor break!
e what do you call 2 dinosaur with a bad temper?
A Tyrannosaurus wrecks!
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